
 

NAME THAT PLANE

Stits Playboy
     
Known for his “world’s smallest aircraft” record holders, Ray Stits was asked by several people to design an airplane that an 
amateur builder could produce at home. In 120 days he was able to design, construct, and fly the prototype SA-3A Playboy 
(the SA-1 and SA-2 series airplanes were his aforementioned record setting aircraft).  The prototype (powered by an 80 
horsepower Continental) was flown for the first time in 1953. Construction was a wooden wing and welded steel-tube-type 
fuselage, all covered in fabric. The single-place aerobatic SA-3A was to be powered by a 65 to 90 horsepower Continental 
engine, and was a sprightly performer with an empty weight of only about 600 pounds. Mr. Stits sold both plans and kits for 
the design, and was soon to introduce a two-place side-by-side version called the SA-3B Playboy. He was later to continue 
his fame in the light plane field as the developer of the Stits line of flame-resistant aircraft covering materials.

The first in the series of Van's Aircraft designed by Richard VanGrunsven, the Van's Aircraft RV-1, was a modified Playboy 
and directly lead to the Van's Aircraft RV-3 and the highly successful RV line of aircraft.

Specifications  Stits Playboy (SA-3A)
(From Wikipedia)

 General characteristics

• :Crew   one

• :Length  17 ft 4  in
• :Wingspan  22 ft 2 in
• :Height  6 ft 4 in
•  :Wing area  96 sq  ft
•  :Empty weight  600  lb
•  :Gross weight  902  lb
•  :Fuel capacity  14   US gallons

• :Powerplant  1 ×  -85Continental C   , -   , 85four cylinder four stroke piston engine   hp

Performance

•  :Maximum speed  145  (126 ) mph kn

•  :Cruise speed  130  (110 ) mph kn

• :Range  400  (348 ) mi nmi

•  :Service ceiling  12,000  ft
•   :Rate of climb  1,050 /  ft min

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_C-85


Sport Aviation EAA Chapter 172 Membership Form

Name: ______________________________________________________
 
Birthday (day, month) _________________________                 Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Spouse or Significant Other’s Name: _______________________________________________

Birthday (day, month) _________________________                 Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Anniversary date (day, month) _______________________       Purpose: for newsletter listing for the event month

Address:_______________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________   State: ______________________ Zip: ____________

Home phone: __________________   Cell phone: ____________________ Other: ___________________

Business phone: ________________________

Email address: _________________________      Even if you have email would you like to save the club $12 
annually and receive the newsletter only by e-mail, not by USPS mail – check here if you agree: ❑

EAA Number (if you belong to the national EAA): _______________

If you’re a pilot, your ratings: _____________________________________ Hours: ______
  
         Aircraft owned, including tail number: ___________________________________________
  
Please complete this form and return it to:  
   Don Bush, EAA 172 Treasurer
   3076 Old Waynesboro Rd.  
   Hephzibah, Georgia 30815-6791

  EAA 172 Membership for 2011
For new members: Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $30.                      
  
For current members: 
Please include a check or money order made out to EAA 172 for $40. This includes the regular dues of $30 
plus a late payment assessment of $10. 

Thank you for your support!


