
It is with deep regret that we report the passings of two “Bettys” – Bettye Berning and Betty
Trenter. EAA 172 conveys its condolences to their families and friends.

AIKEN, S.C. - Bettye Thorp Berning, 79, died at 7:31 p.m. on April 26, 2010, at
Aiken Regional Medical Centers, Aiken, SC. Bettye was born May 22, 1930, in
Springfield, the daughter of Robert R. and Adeline L. Thorp. She was a graduate
of Springfield High School and attended Springfield Junior College and Stephens
College in Columbia, MO. She worked for American Airlines and American
Hospital Supply Corporation before returning to Springfield in 1965 to become the
owner and manager of A. Lincoln Travel Agency. Bettye was proud to serve the
travelers of central Illinois for over 35 years. She was also a strong supporter of
many local civic, cultural, and sporting organizations.

Bettye married Douglas McLain, Jr., in 1955; they later divorced. She married Robert J. Berning in
Hawaii in 1983; they renewed their vows December 6, 1995, to commemorate her mother's birthday. Bob
and Bettye retired to Aiken, SC, where they pursued a longtime interest in aviation and in building
airplanes designed by John W. Thorp.

She was preceded in death by her parents and one brother, 1st Lt. Robert J. Thorp.

Bettye is survived by her husband, Robert Berning; daughter Jo McLain (husband Frank Wiesenmeyer) of
Decatur; sister Nancy J. Lawler of Littleton, NC; nieces Linda (husband Brian) Leonard of Kernersville,
NC, and Cindy (husband Marvin) Reed of Climax NC; nephew Robert W. (wife Lauren) Lawler of Fuquay
Varina, NC; grandniece Megan Boles of Winston-Salem, NC.

Private funeral services will take place at a later date. Burial will be in Oak Ridge Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Bettye Thorp Berning memorial, Parish of the Blessed
Sacrament, 1725 S. Walnut, Springfield, IL 62704.

From obituary page, people's comments:

 April 30, 2010
Bob and family we shall always be greatful that we had the opportunity to know Bettye. Her love and
laughter will be with us always. We cherish the hugs and happy flights. May peace and comfort be yours.
~ 
Johnny & Linda Anderson,
North Augusta, South Carolina

 April 30, 2010
We are so sorry about Bettye's passing. We just loved her to death. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
Bob and family.
Bernie and Sherry
Bernie&Sherry Loyer,
Trenton, South Carolina



Betty Trenter ---  M. Elizabeth Stone Bailey
WAYNESBORO, Ga. - On April 27, 2010, Myrtis Elizabeth Stone Bailey entered
into the presence of her Savior at her home on Windy Hill Ranch in Burke County.
She was a daughter of the late David Leroy Stone and Myrtis Tinsley Stone of
Waynesboro. Betty was a life-long resident of Waynesboro, who along with her
devoted late husband of almost fifty years, J. W. "Squat" Bailey, established a
very successful Quarter Horse business at Windy Hill Ranch just south of
Waynesboro. There they raised six children and numerous World Champion title
holders while earning places in multiple industry Halls of Fame as breeders,
exhibitors and judges. From the age of two years until the last month of her life,
Betty was more at home on the back of a horse than anywhere else on earth. She
was qualified and called on to judge horses for thirteen different breed
associations. At age fifty Betty got her private pilot's license and flying became
another of her passions. At age seventy she flew herself and a load of Bibles, in her

own twin engine airplane, to Russia where she spent the summer helping missionaries. Recently, Betty
served in the community as chairman of the local Board of Equalization and was an active member of the
local Chapters of The Daughters of the American Revolution and The United Daughters of the
Confederacy, where she served as an officer in both and as President of the UDC for two years. She was
also a member of the local chapter of The Colonial Dames and Burke Haven Chapel. Betty was recognized
by all who knew her as one who lived her life to the fullest, never slowing down. Her legacy to those who
loved her and knew her best will be her zest for life, her unwavering devotion to her faith, and her
outspoken testimony of it. Betty was preceded in death by her parents; her sister, Mary Stone Hargrove;
her brothers, Roy, Jr. and Paul Sinclair; her husband, J. W. "Squat" Bailey; her second husband, Leroy
Dant; and her oldest daughter, Betsy Bailey Jordan. She is survived by her brother, Bill Stone; and her
current husband, Ray Trenter, in whose loving care she departed this life. She is also survived by four
daughters, Nell Headley, Anne Youmans, and Kay Bailey Stevens, all of Waynesboro, and Mary Davis of
Cimarron, New Mexico, along with her only son, Jim Bailey of Colleyville, Texas. Her other survivors
include twelve grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. Pallbearers will be her grandsons, Jim Jordan,
III, Hunt Headley, III, Chris Youmans, Walter Davis, J. W. "Jake" Bailey, III, and Pete Adams. The
family will receive visitors on Friday, April 30, 2010 from 6:00- 8:00 p.m. at DeLoach-McKerley Funeral
Home in Waynesboro. Funeral Services will be held Saturday, May 1, 2010, at 3:00 p.m. at the Vidette
United Methodist Church. Interment will follow at Rose Dhu Cemetery in Vidette. Rev. Gary Linebaugh
and Dr. Dale Linebaugh will be officiating. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorials be made to
Samaritan's Purse International Relief, P. O. Box 3000, Boone, NC 28607 (828-262-1980).
DeLoach-McKerley Funeral Home & Cremation Service, 842 N. Liberty Street, Waynesboro, GA 30830
(706-554-3531) is serving the family of Betty Bailey.
 Published in The Augusta Chronicle on April 29, 2010

Larry Garner wrote: As you all know, Betty was a big supporter of anything to do with flying, she was at
almost every Young Eagles event we held, and what an amazing story about flying her Aztex to Russia
from Waynesboro.  She was always decked-out (even in work-clothes) with a big smile.  She was a very
special person.

Betty's widower, Ray Trenter's address is:
Ray Trenter
408 Liberty St.
Waynesboro, GA  30830
706-554-0359     


